


LITERARY ELEMENTS

SETTING

Social/Historical Research: Prior to having the students RESEARCH
working and living conditions of Victorian London, DISCUSS the
importance of understanding social/historical context when reading
literature and attending a theatrical production. Divide the class into
small groups and assign each group a social issue on which to become
experts, including urbanization, factory/labor conditions, public health,
education, and government. Ask each group to then CREATE a poster
outlining their subtopic and PRESENT it to the class.

Lesson Extension (for older students): To have students CONNECT

An aerial view of Victorian London their understanding of Dickens’ life as an advocate of social change and
the thematic issues he presents in A Christmas Carol and his other works,
see “Quote Interpretation and Social Action Plan”on Page 3

CHARACTER

Character Letters: Ask students to IDENTIFY from what point-of-view Dickens’ A Christmas Carol novella is
written (limited-omniscient third person narration), then DISCUSS how a change in perspective affects the tone
of the piece. Next, invite students to assume the persona of Scrooge and WRITE two letters, in first person, to
another character. The first letter should represent Scrooge’s “pre-Ghost” perspective, and the second, his
“post-Ghost” perspective. Specific characters might include Young Scrooge, Belle, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, the
Ghosts, Mr. Fezziwig, etc. Remind students that the tone and content of each letter should reflect not only
Scrooge’s attitude at that time but his relationship with the character to whom they have chosen to write. If
necessary, have students CREATE Venn diagrams to better organize their thoughts as they
COMPARE/CONTRAST Scrooge’s perspectives.

Lesson Extension (for younger students): Have the students BRAINSTORM
how Scrooge might have behaved as a child, then ask them to WRITE a
paragraph describing, in first person, a specific moment or event in Scrooge’s
childhood (such as a birthday, his first day of school, a holiday, etc.) that
helped define his character. Invite a few volunteers to SHARE their
interpretations with the class.

Lesson Extension (for older students): Ask students to “PEER” EDIT A
Christmas Carol by having them WRITE a letter to Charles Dickens. In their
critique they might offer suggestions as to how to improve the plot, further
develop a character, or affect the mood through change of language. Remind
them to be specific and reference at least two literary or theatrical elements.

Victorian Era Party: Ask students to apply understanding of A
Christmas Carol characters and social context in order to CREATE,
DEVELOP, and PORTRAY original era-specific characters attending a
19th century Victorian party. Invite students to RESEARCH the class
system, social customs, food, dress, and music of the period, as well as
WRITE a character sketch outlining the individual they have chosen to
portray. Their character sketch may include name, age, physical
description, family background/social status, personality traits,
job/career, etc.; remind them to be a specific in their choices. Once their
personas are developed, throw a Victorian party for the class, providing
Upper-class citizens of Victorian England mingle refreshments, music, and activities, as available. Assess students based on
and dance at a formal social gathering the truth behind their choices and their commitment to their character.
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TEACHER’S GUIDE

THEME
Quote Interpretation and Social Action Plan

Have students CONNECT their understanding of Dickens’ advocacy
for social change to the thematic issues he addresses in his works.
First, ask students to REVIEW what they know about Victorian
England in order to INFER how the social climate affected Dickens
as a citizen and author of the time. Next, present students with the
Dickens’ quotes (listed below) to both to ANALYZE and
INTERPRET. Ask them to IDENTIFY the major theme represented
by the quote (such as humility, civility, and generosity, etc.), as well
as a prevalent modern issue that aligns with that theme
(homelessness, bullying, world hunger, environmentalism, etc.).
Finally, divide the students into small groups and have each group
to select one quote to be the inspiration for a social action plan
they will CREATE and IMPLEMENT in the community. The Social
Action Plan model below may be used and/or adjusted in order to
attend to the needs of the class:

Young children plant a tree to affect environmental change

SOCIAL ACTION PLAN:
PROJECT-BASED MODEL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF YOUNG GLOBAL CITIZENS

1. Social Issue/Problem (including target population)
2. Action (project goal/objective)

3. Primary Goals (over-arching, long-term goals)
4. Resources (materials, participating organizations, budget) Change
5. Documentation (videos, photos, written)

6. Measurement (use of documentation to assess plan effectiveness)

7. Milestones (step-by-step procedure, including timetable)

8. Impact (reflection of observed outcome)

9. Assessment (evaluation of plan effectiveness to affect ongoing change)

Adapted from: theworldwewantfoundation.org

From the Mouth of Dickens

“This is a world of action, and not for moping and droning in.”
“Charity begins at home and justice begins next door.”

“Electric communication will never be a substitute for the face of someone
who, with their soul, encourages another person to be brave and true.”

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burden of it to anyone else.”
“A day wasted on others is not wasted on one’s self.”

“Have a heart that never hardens, and a temp
that never tires, and a touch that never hurts.”

“The civility which money will purchase is rarely extended to those who have none.”
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