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YANKEE TAVERN  

This study guide is researched 
and designed by the Education 
Department at the Milwaukee 

Repertory Theater and is       
intended to prepare you for 

your visit. It contains                
information that will deepen 
your understanding of, and    

appreciation for, the              
production. Weôve also included 
questions and activities for you 
to explore before and after our 

performance of                    
YANKEE TAVERN. 

If you would like to schedule a classroom 
workshop, or if we can help in any other 

way, please contact 

Jenny Kostreva at 414-290-5370 
jkostreva@milwaukeerep.com 

Rebecca Witt at 414-290-5393 
rwitt@milwaukeerep.com 
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SYNOPSIS  
YANKEE TAVERN is a new play filled with mystery and 
excitement. This engaging thriller follows Adam, the 
young owner of a crumbling New York City Bar, as he  
becomes entrenched in a plot of personal and national 
significance. While his fiancé is busy counting down the 
days to their wedding, Adam deals with his dead fatherôs 
best friend, an aging barfly who believes that everything is a 
conspiracy. Among all this chaos, a stranger enters who 
knows much more than he should, in an instant blurring 
the lines between conspiracy theory and reality, forever 
changing the way these characters relate to the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001. 

THE CHARACTERS  

It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. What can you tell about the characters by 
looking at the sketches above? How do you think the costumes might reflect the charactersô 
personalities? Discuss your answers with a small group. 

ñYou canôt have it both ways.           
The moment you no longer believe     

that every single thing is a                
COINCIDENCE: at that moment   
you are admitting that somewhere--      
in the great landscape of this event-- 

there must be some element                 
of Complicity.ò 

- Palmer 

Ray was Adamôs dadôs 
best friend. He is the   
conspiracy theorist in the 
group, with a theory to 
account for just about 
everything. 

Palmer is the quiet 
stranger. He comes into 
the bar only a couple 
times, but shares          
information that has a 
major impact on Janet 
and Adam. 

Adam owns Yankee      
Tavern, which he inherited 

from his father. Adam 
studies conspiracy theories 
for his thesis, but they also 

affect his life in a much 
more direct way. 

Janet is Adamôs fianc®. 
She is a level-headed   

character, trying to get to 
the truth, but unsure who 

to believe along the way. 
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