
The Milwaukee Repertory Theater Presents  

by Joseph Hanreddy  

Based on the novel 

by Earl Derr Biggers 

and                         

the play by George 

M. Cohan  

March 23 - April 18, 2010  

Quadracci Powerhouse Stage  

SEVEN KEYS TO          
SLAUGHTER PEAK 

This study guide is researched and designed by the Education Department at the            

Milwaukee Repertory Theater and is intended to prepare you for your visit. It contains          

information that will deepen your understanding of, and appreciation for, the production. 

Weõve also included questions and activities for you to explore before and after our        

performance of SEVEN KEYS TO SLAUGHTER PEAK. 

If you would like to schedule a classroom         

workshop, or if we can help in any other way, 

please contact  

Jenny Kostreva at 414 -290-5370 

jkostreva@milwaukeerep.com  

Rebecca Witt at 414 -290-5393 

rwitt@milwaukeerep.com  

Study Guide Created By  

Rebecca Witt,                 

Education Coordinator  

With Contributions From  

Zoe Cohen,                      

Literary Intern  

 

Editing By  

Jenny Kostreva,              

Education Director  

Zoe Cohen,                      

Literary Intern  

Synopsis 2 

About the Authors  2 

The Characters  4 

Literary Influences on the Play  6 

An Interview with Joe Hanreddy, 

Author and Director  
10 

Visiting The Rep  12 

IN THIS GUIDE 



On a stormy winter night, a brash pulp fiction novelist 

holes himself up in a deserted Wisconsin summer resort to 

win a bet. He has wagered that he can write a best -seller 

in 24 hours, and Slaughter Peak Lodge is the perfect 

place to get his creative juices flowing. Best of all, heõs got 

the only key ð or so he thinks. Itõs not long before his night 

of perfect solitude unravels into a tangled web of criminal 

conspiracy, romance, intrigue, and murder that could 

have come straight from one of his novels! Fact and      

fiction dissolve into delicious mayhem and hilarity ensues 

as the 24 hour deadline looms ahead.  

SYNOPSIS 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Joseph Hanreddy has served as the Artistic Director for   

Milwaukee Repertory Theater for 17 years. He has directed 

over 30 productions as well as authored and performed in 

several others. Many plays produced during Joeõs tenure 

have earned national and international recognition. Han-

reddy has continued The Rep's strong history of premiering 

new American plays, and approximately 50 new plays, 

translations and adaptations have been mounted during 

his tenure. Recent premieres, which have subsequently 

been produced in New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, and 

regionally, include THE NIGHT IS A CHILD, BACH AT LEIPZIG, 

PARAGON SPRINGS and FORCE OF NATURE. 

During Hanreddyõs tenure, The Rep has recruited such    

acclaimed international directors as Ben Barnes, the       

former Artistic Director of Ireland's Abbey Theatre, László 

Marton, Artistic Director of the Vigszinház Theater in Budapest, Hungary, and Paolo Landi, 

Ganshi Mureta, Lev Stukalov and Mark -Wing Davey from Italy, Japan, Russia and Great   

Britain, respectively, to create innovative productions of world classics. The Rep has also  

produced original interdisciplinary and multicultural collaborations with both international 

and local performing arts organizations including Ko -Thi Dance Company, the Omsk State 

Drama Theater and the Subaru Theater Company of Japan. Joe has sat on panels for the 

National Endowment for the Arts and the Theater Communications Group, and has served 

as an on -site evaluator for the NEA. He has also recently been a guest professor at         

Northwestern University and the Professional Theatre Training Program at the University of 

Delaware. Joe is currently writing and directing SEVEN KEYS TO SLAUGHTER PEAK, his final 

production as The Repõs Artistic Director. 

After his time at The Rep, Hanreddy will join the faculty at the University of Wisconsin -

Milwaukee Peck School of the Arts to develop a new fellowship program to prepare theater 

professionals for stage directing and design. Co -led by scenic -design veteran and Peck 

School Associate Professor Richard Graham, the Fellowship in Directing and Design will 

launch in Fall 2011 and will provide students a hands -on learning experience and rare      

How about everyone tell 

where they got their key to 

Slaughter Peak Lodge? I'll 

break the ice. I arrived with a 

letter from the owner            

instructing the caretaker to 

show me here and leave the 

key. Whoõs next?  

 

- William Magee  



opportunity to work with two of the theater communityõs preeminent leaders. In an interview 

conducted by UWM, Hanreddy states:  

 òIõm tremendously excited to join the Peck School of the Arts as the director of this 

 unique program and to have the opportunity to mentor and train theatre artists with 

 the potential to become tomorrowõs artistic leaders,ó says Mr. Hanreddy. òThe         

 position is an ideal opportunity to combine my love of and commitment to  

 Milwaukee, my experiences during my career at The Rep, and the friends Iõve made 

 in the local, national and international theatre community to build a program that 

 will have an impact on American theatre. I can think of no better place to make this 

 happen than at UWM.ó 

Earl Derr Biggers was the author of the original novel Seven Keys to 

Baldpate . He was born August 26, 1884 in Warren, Ohio. Biggers  

attended Harvard University in the early 1900s where he became 

interested in modern writers such as Rudyard Kipling (known for The 

Jungle Book ) and Richard Harding Davis (a well -known journalist). 

His first writing job was for the Boston Traveler , a newspaper. Biggers 

wrote Seven Keys to Baldpate  in 1913 and it became an overnight 

success.  

Biggers is best known for his Charlie Chan novels; a series of six   

novels that featured the Inspector Charlie Chan, all of which have 

been licensed to be produced into movies. The books were so 

popular that other movies and TV shows have been based on the 

characters and plots of the novels. Unfortunately, Biggers was only 

able to see the success of the first few movies based on his works, 

because he died April 5, 1933. Biggers was once considered the 

most popular mystery writer in the country and continues to influence current day mystery 

writers. 

George M. Cohan  wrote the 1917 play adaptation of SEVEN KEYS 

TO BALDPATE and was born in Providence, Rhode Island on July 3, 

1878. He was considered òMr. Broadwayó for his contributions to 

musical theater during the early 1900s. Cohan grew up in a family 

of performers (The Four Cohans) and began writing hit songs in 

the early 1890s. He wrote and directed his first Broadway produc-

tion, THE GOVENORõS SON, in 1901, when he was 23 years old. 

Cohan continued to write, act and direct many productions,     

including plays and films. Some of his most famous songs include 

Youõre a Grand Old Flag, The Yankee Doodle Boy  and Give My 

Regards to Broadway . His popularity began to decline in the 

1920s when he opposed the formation of a union for actors.     

Despite this decline, Cohan continued to write and continued to 

be popular with many. In 1936, Cohan received a Congressional Medal of Honor from the 

US Congress for his many patriotic songs. He died on November 5, 1942 but his works       

continue to inspire musical theater artists to this day.  

In a small group, do research on the original novel and play adaptation of SEVEN KEYS TO 

BALDPATE. What similarities and differences are there between the three stories? Share your 

findings with your classmates.  



THE CHARACTERS 
WILLIAM MAGEE is 

an author of light 

fiction. He is sent 

to Slaughter Peak 

Lodge to write a 

novel in 24 hours.  

HAL BENTLEY is the owner of 

Slaughter Peak Lodge. He       

believes that Magee wonõt be 

able to write a novel in 24 hours.  

ELIJAH QUIMBY 

is the caretaker 

of Slaughter 

Peak Lodge.  

MARY HITCHCOCK is a 

news reporter for the 

Upper Tomahawk Falls 

Truth. She is the sweet, 

pretty girl who just 

wants to get her story.  

ALICE HITCHCOCK 

is Maryõs mother. 

She is engaged to 

Jim Caragan.  

MYRA MADIGAN is 

a blackmailer. 

While she is dating 

Lou Max, she will 

sell him short in 

order to protect 

her interests.  

Renderings drawn by                 

Martha Halley, Costume Designer.  



THE FEENEY 

BROTHERS are 

Spread Eagle 

cops.  

LOU MAX is a 

gangster       

employed by 

Jim Caragan.  

JIM CARAGAN is 

the mayor of      

Upper Tomahawk 

Falls. He is a dirty 

politician who will 

do anything to 

make a quick 

buck.  

ADAM HAYDEN is 

the President of 

Wisconsin and 

Northern Rail. He 

was supposed to 

give Jim Caragan 

$200,000 as a 

bribe.  

JOHN BLAND is an em-

ployee of Adam Hayden. 

He puts the money for Jim 

Caragan in the safe at 

Slaughter Peak Lodge. He 

considers himself a òthug 

and a sometime assassin.ó 

JAKE PETERS is a 

hermit who lives 

by Slaughter 

Peak Lodge.  

WALTER DERWINSKI is 

the Sheriff of Spread 

Eagle.  


