
 

Inside This Guide  

Synopsis/About the 

Author  
2  

Historical Context 3  

Whoõs Who 4  

An Interview with   

Ben Barnes 
5  

Glossary of Terms/

Themes 
6  

Visiting The Rep 8  

The Milwaukee Repertory Theater Presents 

THE CHERRY ORCHARD  

Study Guide  

Created By  
Janine Bannier,    

Education Intern 
 

and 
 

Rebecca Witt,      
Education             

Coordinator 

 

Edited By  
Jenny Kostreva,    

Education Director 
 

Kristin Crouch,     
Literary Director 

BY ANTON CHEKHOV  APRIL 17 - MAY 10, 2009  

A STUDY GUIDE FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS  

This study guide is researched and designed by the          

Education Department at the Milwaukee Repertory 

Theater and is intended to prepare you for your visit.            

It contains information that will deepen your            

understanding of, and appreciation for, the production.         

Weõve also included questions and activities for you to 

explore before and after our performance of 

THE CHERRY ORCHARD  

If you would like to schedule a   

classroom workshop, or if we can 

help in any other way, please contact:  
 

Jenny Kostreva at (414) 290 -5370  

jkostreva@milwaukeerep.com  
 

Rebecca Witt at (414) 290 -5393   

rwitt@milwaukeerep.com  



 

Synopsis  

About The Author  

THE CHERRY ORCHARD is the story of Madame Ranevskaya, her family and their cherry orchard estate 

in Russia. The play opens in May, with everyone awaiting the return of Madame Ranevskaya and her daughter 

Anya from Paris. When they arrive there is much talk of love and happiness between the family members. 

Unfortunately, the homecoming is not completely happy. Madame Ranevskaya is now in debt and neither she 

nor her brother, Gayev, have money to pay the mortgage on the estate. If they are unable to pay for the estate 

by August, it will be auctioned off. Lopakhin, a former servant of the family and now a shrewd businessman, 

suggests that Madame Ranevskaya build villas she can lease and then use the money to pay the mortgage.  

Madame Ranevskaya and Gayev object, saying they will work something out on their own. On the night of 

the auction, Madame Ranevskaya has taken no action about her increasing debt and even holds a dance at the 

estate. But, she is still nervous about the outcome of the auction and hopes for a miracle. Will her cherry   

orchard estate be bought or will Madame Ranevskaya be given another chance at paying off the mortgage? 
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Anton Chekhov was born January 29, 1860 in the small town of Taganrog, a 

port on the Sea of Azov in Russia. He was a grandson of a serf who bought his 

familyõs freedom before their emancipation. Chekov attended a Greek         

Parochial school as a child and later went on to attend the Taganrog Classical 

Gimnaziya (high school). He studied both Greek and Latin classics in school, 

which is the literary basis that led him into writing. His father ran a grocery 

store and went bankrupt in 1876, forcing Chekhovõs family to flee to Moscow 

in order to avoid debtors prison. Three years later, Chekhov joined his family 

in Moscow and attended the medical school at Moscow University. Through 

his medical work, Chekhov had become the bread winner of his family as his 

father could not find steady employment. He also began to obtain odd jobs as 

a freelance journalist and wrote comic sketches. 

His writing career began to take off as he continued to write humorous      

journals and farcical sketches. By 1888 he became very popular with the      

lowbrow public. During this time, there was a sudden drop in the number of sketches that Chekhov was  

producing a year, but the quality of his work began to rise. The humor in the stories became more and more 

obscure, and the now underlying comedy in his works was the staple of his portfolio. 

In 1889, Chekhov began to focus on more serious stories. The most notable was A DREARY STORY, the 

study of the mind of an elderly professor of medicine who was about to die. The play, IVANOV, was also 

written at this time. These works are called Chekhovõs clinical studies, which focus on the experiences of the 

mentally ill. In the early 1890s Chekhov worked as a doctor, helping to relieve the poor and the sick of the 

famine that had struck Moscow. During this time, Chekhov wrote many short stories considered today to be 

masterpieces. Village life took hold of Chekhovõs work, dominating most of the themes and story lines. After 

two years, Chekhov began an expedition on the island of Sakhalin to study the indigenous peoples who lived 

there. There he wrote UNCLE VANYA, one of his most highly regarded plays. It was published in 1897. 

Chekov co-founded the Moscow Art Theatre with Vladimir Nemirovich-Danchenko and Konstanin 

ACTIVITY: The play focuses memories and items that are sentimental for the family.        
Madame Ranevskaya has an attachment to the nursery in her house because it reminds her of 
better times. Bring in something that is sentimental to you and share the item with a small 
group. Why is it important to you? Would it be hard for you to let it go if you were forced to?  


