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| Imagine yourself at the age of twelve. Imagine that mstead ofliving
| with a kind and affectionate family, you live by.yourself in.a small
shack. Imagine that instead of going to schoal'to learn, you-work.in
| a factory every day for twelve hours. Imagine that,instead of sleep-
~ |ing in a warm bed at night, you sleep onia.cold sidewalk. Can you
- |imagine growing up in these conditions? Unfortunately, this.was

% how CharlesDickensC OA x OB, AOGOET ¢ QEA AAOI U

About the Author

Charles Dickens was born in Portsmouth, England on February 7,
1812. On the night before Charles Dickens wasborn, his affectionate
but often impractical mother went dancing. Considering the cir-
PHOTO OF CHARLES DIC KENS cumstances, the birth was normal and Dickens was.born healthy.

His father, John Dickens, worked as a clerk in the Navy Pay Office. This meant that the family:moved

whenever and wherever the Navy demanded. When Dickens was five, his family moved to Chatham

where they remained for six years. Dickens had five other brothers and sisters, making theif home.quite
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Mary Weller who often read stories to the children. Dickens suffered from seizures which often kept him

from going outside to play, so he poured his energy into reading and acting, which were encouraged by

Weller.
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cause he was expected to make money to feed his family. Two days after his twelfth birthday, Dickens was
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with his father at the prison. Dickens continued working and living alone near the factory while Fanny

attended school at the Royal Academy of Music. Both Dickens and Fanny went to visit their family in

prison every Sunday. It was during this time that Dickens was able to see the disgusting conditions in

which the poor people of London were forced to live.
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the age of twenty-five, became a clerk at a legal firm. At the legal firm, he quickly developed excellent
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located. Reporting on the courts, Dickens learned first hand of many problems with the British legal sys-

tem. In‘later works, Dickens satirized the courts, drawing on these early experiences.

While Dickens-enjoyed writing, he actually preferred acting. It has been argued that the only reason Dick-

ens became a great novelist was that he got sick and was unable to perform on the night of a big audition.

Only a year after this'disappointing experience, in 1833, Dickens saw his first story published Monthly
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name, Boz, soen became known throughout England and the United States.

In‘1836, Dickens married Catherine Hogarth, the same year he began his first novalhe Pickwick Papers

This book; originally written serially for a magazine, would become a national favorite Writing stories in

installments for a magazines was often a gateway to having books published. Magazines would print one
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chapter in each issue so people would keep buying the
magazine in order to finish the story. In fact, many of
$EAEAT 08 OOAAAOO @miér Tvisiadd 1 Oh
Nicholas Nickelby began as magazine installments.
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K Ghost Storp of Christmas.

Dickens had many fans in America, so in 1841 he and his
wife decided to brave the Atlantic and take the long

and dangerous journey to the United States. Dickens
was not accustomed to the roughness of American soci-
ety: for example, spittoons and chewing tobacco were
s | unknown in England. He was especially horrified by

L e | glavery. The longer he spent in America, the more he

CHARLES DICKENS,

wanted to go home. After returning back to England in
1843, Dickens began work on the first of five books he
wanted published at Christmas. During his careful writing of A CHRISTMAS CAROL, Dickens reported

COPY OF.A.€HRISTMAS CAROL, PUBLISHED 1843
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ceivedvery little money due to poor contract arrangements.
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company. During their ten years of operation, they gave over sixty performances for charity in London.
Dickens himself'served as manager, producer and, frequently, as an actor. During this time, what he re-
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from his wife, he began his own magazine calledhll The Year Roundvhich featured weekly installments

of his new book, A Tale of Two Cities &1 1 1 1T xET ¢ OEA AT TESO Al i bl AOEI I
Great Expectations

While writing, Dickens often times performed public readings of his works. These performances were

very popular throughout London; unfortunately, they were also extremely draining. Five years later, in

1865, Dickens was involved in a train wreck. After the accident, he experienced dizzy spells, arthritis, gout
and swelling of his left foot which further complicated his already failing health.

On June 8, 1870, Dickens wrote all day, which was unusual for him. Normally, he would reserve only a few
hours a day for writing. Later that night, he complained of a toothache, and shortly thereafter fell out of
his chair and lost consciousness. He was diagnosed with a brain aneurysm and died the following day. His
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Jonathan Smoots, Jenny Wanasek
and Paul Hurley have fun at the
Fezziwig Party with the cast of The
2 A b 6 ©-2089 pro@uction of ‘A
CHRISTMAS CAROL.

Photo courtesy of Jay Westhauser.
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1.) After his father was released from prison, what school did C ‘

v U
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2.)  Who did Charles marry? ?:2;
}%,‘;"4‘-' </ ~

3.) After separating from his wife, what magazine did Charles writ 7-

4.)  When Charles Dickens first began writing, what was his pen name? e =

O_ _

5.) In 1827, what job did Charles have?

O

6.) What aspect of American life was Charles horrified by?

O

7.) What did Charles Dickens die from?
8.) Where was Charles Dickens born?

9.) How many brothers and Sisters did Charles have?

YI 8Q 7TEAOA xAO #EAOI AO

O - _

Ou
L

pN
O
m/
o
O/
O
pN
m

I
—
X

m

o

11.) Who went to the Royal Academy of Music?

Answers on Page 11




Victorian England

Victorian England was much different from the world we live in today. Liv-
inggeonditions were' much worse and London provided few opportunities
for the lower class to achieve success. Dickens often observed the city for
days at agime in order'to accurately reproduce the horrible state of affairs
in his books. These thorough descriptions allow the reader to experience

the sightsy'Ssounds and smells of the old city.

Government

JUnlike the democracy that exists in America, England has a constitutional
%l EUAAAOE
Queen Victoria ruled the country. Under her direction, England gained
control of India, Burma, New Zealand and Hong Kong, making England a
very strong imperial power in the world. While Victoria did many good
things to help improve her country, her main weakness was her willingness

I"TTAOAEU8 41 AAUh 106AAI

QUEEN VICTORIA

to letsthe rich'become richer, while the poor continued work themselves to death.

WOMEN IN A FACTORY R OLL CIGARS

mas. However, businesses were not required to

give their employees these days off so some
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$130) per year, just enough to rent a house and raise a family. K
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Health
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overcrowding, pollution and poor public sanitation. The city was
rampant with disease, including the most life-threatening disease,
AET T AOA8 )OO EEITAA Yl niiic 01
era is caused by impurities in drinking water, which half the city
Ol TE &OTiT OEA 4EAIAO 2EOAOR |1
nately, it was also the main wastedisposal system where 200 open
sewers ran into the Thames. The Thames was so disgusting that it

created a stench so horrible it gave people headaches, made then
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PREVENTIVES
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Published by order of the $ nnuonlv Committce, wnder the sanction of the
edical

BE TEMPERATE IN EATING & DRINKING!
Avoid Raw Vegelables and Unripe Frwil !
Abstain from COLD WATER, when heat-
ed, and above all from frdent s,
and if habit have rendered them in

able, take much less than usual.

SLEEP AND CLOTHE WARM I
1&~10 NOT SLEEP OR SIT IN A DRAUGHT OF AIR,

Aveid getting Wet !
Attend immediately to all disorders of the
Bowels.
TAKE NO MEDICINE WITHOUT ADVICE.
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day and night, by applying at the Station Houwe in cach Ward.
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nauseous and sometimes forced Parliament to recess.
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doctors believed that disease was spread through tainted air rather than water. Throaughout the nine-

teenth century, it was widely accepted that proper ventilation was the key to preventing disease. Hospi¢

tals were also of little help because they were few and far between and often times unaffordable as well as
unsafe. Due to crude surgical techniques and a flawed understanding about the"nature ofinfection, the

spread of hospitals led to an increase rather than a reduction in the death rate. According to mortality

statistics, at this time it was actually safer to deliver your baby at home than in a hospital

Industry

During the first half of the nineteenth century Great Britain was adjusting to the effects of the,Industrial
Revolution, when the previously farming-based economy of the country changed to one relying.more on
industry and manufacturing. Britain underwent a period of swift urbanization, the movement of large
populations from the countryside to cities. Scores of young men and women were drawn te-zondon by

the promise of work and entertainment. The rural poor were also attracted to the city, seeking employ-
ment or at least a dry place to sleep. Between 1800 and 1850 the population of London daubled, topping at
2.3 million people. The city could not support such a rapid increase in its populace, and soon became

i AOOEOGAIT U T OAOAOT xAAA8 3AUO +EOOIT #1 AOEh OifAEAI EE
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The creation of the steam railway made the problem worse. The first steam locomotive was built in 1804
and rail transport proved so profitable that the countryside was soon crisscrossed with lines. Unfortu-
nately, these railways were built by private companies who had few restrictions on their behavior. Entire
neighborhoods in London were demolished to make room for tracks, with no thought or aid given to the
families who lived there. By the time laws were put in place to control the rail companies, over 76,000
people had been uprooted.

Education

Education in the Victorian Era was a privilege enjoyed by
those who could afford it. In many cases money was SO scarcq
that children from poor families were sent to work in factories |@
as soon as they were old enough. Whenever possible, these ‘
children would attend charity schools (ragged schools), where[-§f\l
they were taught basic mathematics, reading and scripture. |

Childrenfrom wealthy families had-mere options. Young la-
dies.were taught by a governess, a woman who taught in the A
EATETUBO ETI A ATA OIi AGEI AOEZ"_ = ERI T R
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jects generally-accepted as appropriate and necessary for uppetass young women. Boys were typically

sent to live in boarding schools, where they were taught a more rounded curriculum (reading, writing,

history and mathematics). Bearding schools were harsh places, where beatings were an accepted method

of discipliné, and dunce caps (coneOE ADAA EAOO xEEAE | AAAT AA OEA xAAOA
EOI'ET EAOCA OOOAAI OO xEI AEAT S0 1 AAOT ZAOO AT 1 OCE8 ! C
boys were locked in their rooms from 8:00 pm until the next morning.
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