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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE focuses on the story of the Bennet family. The   

Bennet family lives in the estate of Longbourn, in England. Mr. and Mrs. 

Bennet are the father and mother of five daughters: Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, 

Kitty and Lydia. All of the daughters are of marriageable age and it has   

become Mrs. Bennetõs dream to have each of them marry a wealthy man 

with high social status. With no male heirs, Mrs. Bennet knows she and her 

daughters would be evicted from their home should Mr. Bennet die. When 

an estate nearby is rented by Mr. Bingley, a man who is handsome,     

amiable, and very wealthy, Mrs. Bennet arranges to have her daughters 

meet him in hopes that he will want to marry one of them. While at a party, 

Jane and Mr. Bingley become very close. However, Mr. Darcy, Mr. Bingleyõs 

friend, and disapproves of the low status of the Bennet family. He is    

prideful, and feels that both he and Mr. Bingley are superior to the Bennet 

family. Everyone dislikes Mr. Darcy right away because of his secretive and 

unsociable nature, but Mr. Darcy begins to form feelings for Elizabeth, without her knowing. Elizabeth 

hears a story from the young officer named Wickham about Mr. Darcyõs cruel nature, which makes her 

dislike him even more. Is the story true or is Wickham lying in order to have Elizabeth for himself? 

Jane Austen was born in Steventon, Hampshire in          

December of 1775 to Reverend George and Cassandra 

Austen. She was the second daughter and seventh child in 

a family of eight. The first 25 years of her life Jane spent in 

Hampshire. On her father's unexpected retirement, the 

family sold off everything, including Jane's piano, and 

moved to Bath. Jane and Cassandra, her elder sister, were 

considered by contemporary standards confirmed old 

maids and followed their parents. 

Jane Austen was tutored at home, and irregularly at 

school, but she received a broader education than many women of her time. She started to write for 

family amusement as a child. Her parents were avid readers and Austen's favorite poet was Cowper. 

Her earliest-known writings date from about 1787, when she was only 12 years old. Very shy about 

her writing, Austen wrote on small pieces of paper that she slipped under the desk if anyone came 

into the room. In her writings and letters she observed the daily life of her family and friends in an   

intimate and gossipy manner: "James danced with Alethea, and cut up the turkey last night with great 

perseverance. You say nothing of the silk stockings; I flatter myself, therefore, that Charles has not 
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About the Author 

Synopsis 

òYes, vanity is 

weakness. But 

pride-- where there 

is real superiority 

of mind, pride will 

always be under 

good regulation.ó 

Mr. Darcy 



purchased any, as I cannot very well afford to pay for 

them; all my money is spent in buying white gloves and 

pink persian" (Austen in a letter to her sister Cassandra 

in 1796) . 

George Austen supported his daughter's writing            

aspirations and tried to help her get a publisher. After his 

death in 1805, she lived with her sister and mother in 

Southampton. In July 1809, they moved to a large       

cottage in the village of Chawton. This was the place 

where Austen felt most at home. Though she never    

married and she never had a room of her own, her social 

life was active and she had many suitors and romantic dreams. 

Austen was well-connected with the middling-rich landed gentry that she portrayed in her novels. In 

Chawton, she started to write her major works, among them Sense and Sensibility, the story of the  

impoverished Dashwood sisters, Marianne and Elinor, who try to find proper husbands to secure their 

social position. The novel was written in 1797, when Austen was 20, as the revision of a sketch called 

Elinor and Marianne. According to some sources, an earlier version of the work was written in the 

form of a novel in letters and read aloud to the family as early as 1795.  

Austen's heroines are determined to marry wisely and well, and in all of Austen's novels her heroines 

are ultimately married. Pride and Prejudice describes the clash between Elizabeth Bennet, the   

daughter of a country gentleman, and Fitzwilliam Darcy, a rich aristocratic landowner. The book was 

first published in 1813, though Austen had completed the early version of the story in 1797 under the 

title First Impressions. The book went to three printings during Austen's lifetime. In 1998, a sequel to 

the novel, entitled Desire and Duty, was written by Teddy F. Bader. 

Austen focuses on middle-class provincial life with humor and understanding. She depicts minor 

landed gentry, country clergymen and their families, in which marriage determined women's social 

status. Although Austen restricted the scope of her novels to matters of domestic life, her wit and   

observant narrative touch has been a delight to readers for nearly two hundred years. Of her six great 

novels, four were published anonymously during her lifetime. Austen had troubles with her publisher, 

Thomas Egerton, who wanted to make alterations to her love scenes in Pride and Prejudice. In 1811 

she wrote to Egerton: "You say the book is indecent. You say I am immodest. But Sir in the depiction of 

love, modesty is the fullness of truth; and decency frankness; and so I must also be frank with you, 

and ask that you remove my name from the title page in all future printings; 'A lady' will do well 

enough." 

Austen died on July 18, 1817 in Winchester, at the age of 41. At this time, she was writing the       

Sanditon. She managed to write twelve chapters before stopping in March 18, due to her poor health. 

Austen was buried in Winchester Cathedral, a building that she loved. 
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The desk where Austen did most of her writing.  



Jane Bennet is the eldest of the sisters. At twenty-two years old, she is considered the most beautiful 

young lady in the neighborhood. Her character is contrasted with Elizabeth's as a sweeter, shyer,     

sensible character, but not as clever. Jane never thinks badly of anyone. Of the five sisters, Jane is 

closest to Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth Bennet is the center of the story. She is the second of the five Bennet daughters. At twenty 

years old, she is intelligent, lively, attractive and witty. Throughout the play she judges upon first       

impressions, but by the end she realizes that she has been prejudiced.  

Mary Bennet is the middle sister, aged eighteen. She is the plain girl of the five daughters, but she 

strives to be the most accomplished. She spends most of her time reading and studying. 

Catherine (Kitty) Bennet is the fourth sister, aged seventeen. She is less willful and determined than 

Lydia, but equally silly. 

Lydia Bennet is the youngest sister, aged fifteen. She is repeatedly described as frivolous and       

headstrong. Her main activity in life is socializing and flirting. She dominates her older sister Kitty and 

is supported in the family by her mother. 

William Collins is a cousin of Mr. Bennet and the entitled heir of Longbourn. At twenty-five years old, 

the Bennet daughters think he is pompous and dull. 

Whoõs Who 
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Mr. Bennet is the head of the Bennet 

family and surrounded by women. An  

intelligent man, he can be somewhat 

withdrawn from society. Mr. Bennet     

dislikes his wife and three youngest 

daughters, complaining that they are 

frivolous and conniving. He is closest to 

his older daughters, especially Elizabeth. 

Mrs. Bennet is the wife of Mr. Bennet 

and mother of Elizabeth and her sisters. 

Her goal in the story is to find wealthy 

husbands for her five daughters. She is   

frivolous, impulsive and is susceptible to 

attacks of tremors and palpitations. Her 

public manners are embarrassing. She 

favors her youngest daughter, Lydia. 

THE BENNET FAMILY 

The Bennet Family 

gazes at the crowd at a 

ball. Picture courtesy of the 

film version from 2005. 

This article was researched and written by Janine Bannier, Education Intern. 



Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy is the unmarried, wealthy owner of an estate in Pemberley. Darcy is handsome 

and intelligent. Pride and concern for social impropriety is what is important to him. He is a more    

reserved person and makes a poor impression on strangers but is valued by those who know him well.  

Charlotte Lucas is clever and astute and is the daughter of the Bennets' neighbors, Sir William and 

Lady Lucas. She is a close friend of Elizabeth and views marriage as a business arrangement. 

George Wickham is a militia regiment lieutenant touring Meryton. While he is charming and          

handsome, he is a liar and is in debt. His main desire is to marry for wealth and status. 
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Charles Bingley is a good looking gentleman 

who just joined the town of Netherfield. He 

is handsome, good-natured and wealthy. He 

is easily influenced by others, especially Mr. 

Darcy, who convinces him to leave     

Netherfield. 

Caroline Bingley is the unmarried sister 

of Charles Bingley who accompanies him 

to Netherfield. She is selfish and fixated 

on social class. Caroline believes that 

Jane is not good enough for Charles and 

that he should marry Mr. Darcyõs sister. 

THE BINGLEY  FAMILY 

OTHER IMPORTANT CHARACTERS 

Mr. Darcy stands in the 

foreground as Caroline 

and Mr. Bingley follow. 
Picture courtesy of the film version 

from 2005. 



The Regency Time Period 
This article was researched and written by Janine Bannier, Education Intern. 

Sandwiched between the Georgian and Victorian time periods, 

the Regency Era was a short-lived time in which England        

flourished unlike any other. From the glittering streets of London 

lined with cobblestone and Palladian-style buildings to the     

magnificent country estates built to display a family's wealth and 

power, no one in England was spared an insatiable appetite for 

pleasure and indulgence. 

The term Regency is a commentary on Britain's unstable rulers of 

the time. "Regency" means that the current ruler is incapable of 

performing his royal duties, and a "Regent" must be appointed to 

govern. In this case after the death of King George II in 1760, his 

grandson, known as Mad King George III, rose to power. In 1811, when it was clear that George III was incapa-

ble, his son and heir to the throne, Prince of Wales, was appointed Regent. Prince Regent was crowned George 

IV in 1820 and ruled until his death in 1830. It is under these two rulers that the Regency Era takes place. 

An average Regency gentleman spent all of his time relieving boredom. He did not work, but rather made 

money by gambling on cards, horses or which raindrop would reach the bottom of a windowpane first. The    

period is defined by its frivolous actions. Though England was 

at war, and Napoleon had crowned himself Emperor after the 

French Revolution, a gentleman and his lady were not at all 

concerned. They attended parties, balls, musical evenings, the 

theater, the opera, country house parties and spent endless 

hours in exclusive gentlemen's clubs with his high-born 

friends. 

What was most important to a Regency woman was the     

marriage to a gentleman who would bring wealth and prestige 

to her family. In the Regency Era, women held all the power in 

courtship. The mother would decide which men could call on her daughter; the daughter could request her 

mother to invite men to their home who she had met at dinners and dances. There were many reasons that a 

man and a woman might marry. Some married for love or physical attraction, others married for the conven-

ience of having a spouse or financial reasons. Finding a husband who was involved in the military or public   

office such as Wickham or Darcy was particularly desirable because of the wealth and social status that was 

associated with such men. 

In PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, Mrs. Bennet desperately wants her daughters to be married. She doesnõt care about 

the quality of the menõs character that  her daughters marry, but is satisfied just as long as they find a wealthy 

gentleman with a respectable status. She goes to great lengths to expose her daughters to as many gentlemen 

as possible through social functions, focusing all her energy (and her husbandõs money) into finding a suitor for 

each of her daughters.  
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