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Letter from the Education Director...

What an exciting season it has been so far in education! We reformatted our Summer Theater Conser-
vatory to include college students and theater teachers. This year we also took over booking school
groups for student matinees, which has given us the opportunity to build relationships with schools.
Some schools that have been comingA@hristmas Carelceived a backstage tour of The Rep for the
first time prior to seeing the performance. We have received wonderful support this season from vari-
ous corporations and foundations to bring great residency programs to MPS schools. This third edition
of The Education Departmentdfs newsletter detai

| s

As you probably know, Milwaukee Rep is going through a double leadership change with our new Man-

aging Director, Dawn Helsing Wolters, who started in August, and our Incoming Artistic Director, Mark
Clements, who begins fiime at the start of next season. The impact of this transition on the Educa-
tion Department is we are becoming further integrated into the artistic process. This will allow us to
make the education programming a more intrinsic part of what we do at The Rep.

V/ith this shift, we are also in the process of reexamining our current offerings and new ideas to deter-
mine which programs best serve the Milwaukee community,
our audiences. We have had a very strong education prog
for the last 15 years and we feel we can be even stro
through this transition. We welcome any feedback or sug
tions as we unueigo tiie process of restructuring. Feel freg
contact me at any time at jkostreva@milwaukeerep.com or
2905370 . We candt tell you
of The Repds Education Deps§dg

Cheers,

Jenny Kostreva
Education Director

School groups getting ready to see a stu-
dent matinee of A Christmas Carol .

Added Student Matinee!!!

Our final production of the Hanreddyds t enul0:30 am student matinee on
season, known aSeven Keys to the title has changed tGeven  March 31st for this exciting
Baldpatghas taken an exciting Keys to Slaughter Peglke new world premiere. There are
twist as Artistic Director Joe title highlights a takeff of the some great teaching opportu-
Hanreddy is putting the final popular fiction of the time, nities for schools, particularly
touches on his adaptation. such asThe Hardy Boyand in Language Arts and the styles
Based on the novel by Earl Nancy Drew of storytelling of the 1930s.
Derr Biggers and the play by

George M. Cohan, Hanreddy This play is a family friendly We do still have tickets avail-
is setting this new melodra- show that is great for students able for this added matinee, so
matic mystery in Wisconsin grades 5 and up. That being call us and book your school
during the 1930s. In the devel- said, we are excited to an- group now for a fun theater
opment of the final play of nounce that we are adding a experience!
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Live Theater and Life Skills

Five years ago, GE Healthcare spon- ensure that it did indeed have an il
sored the development of a residency pact on the students. For the first fol
that uses theater to teach life skills for years of the program, Dr. Diane Pc
middle school students. This program, lard was hired to complete a fu
Live Theater and Life Skillolves eight ~ evaluation and each year has yiel
visits to the classroom where students positive results. In the most recel
are engaged in theater games, improvi- r epor t , Dr . ndded
sation and scene work. They learn vo- many of the skills taught in the theat
cabulary and discuss how they can use residency such as focus, teamwork ¢
the skills in other classes as well as personal confidence are positive ol
outside of school. They also visit Mil- comes that resonate with this stude
waukee Repertory Theater for a Back-
stage Tour and a production.

A major component of the program Given the success of the program we

was the creation of evaluation tools to hoped to find additional funding to

bringLive Theater and Life Stdllsmore
this through the generosity of North-
to go to four Milwaukee schools this

season. We currently are in the middle
of the residency at Wisconsin Career

students. This season we accomplished

western Mutual Foundation and Mil-
waukee Arts Board. We have been able

0Students definit

in the program to group work and
independent behavior. Words like team
and focus took on a more specific mea
and students responded to instruction

those prompts with improved effort.
Students got to know and appreciate e

ot hersod skill s

-Teacher from Trowbridge School

population. This resonance is eviderit
in their enthusiasm forthe r ogr am

Upon completion of the program, stu-

dents commented that they felt they

had more confidence, learned about
teamwork and realized the importance

of focusing. Some students even said
that they looked forward to coming
school on the 0Mi
Based on the feedback from students
and teachers thus far, this program has
once again proved to teach students life
skills in a fun and exciting way!
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Students watching final scenes during a
Live Theater and Life Skills residency.

Scriptworks

One of the primary goals in the Educa-
tion Department five years ago was to
create programming to go out to

schools that connected to the art we

do on our stages. At the same time,
what we were hearing from teachers is
that they wanted pro-

Academy and we are scheduled to
begin at Bruce Guadalupe School this
spring. In December, we completed the

program at Trowbridge and Manitoba
Schools.

each participating school to plan the
program. Part of this planning process
includes choosing a production to at-
tend and a focus for the residency
based on the goals the teacher has for
his or her students. The students re-
ceive a copy of

Students performing a scene in during

the Live Theater and Life Skills
dency.

resi-

Four years ago, MPS Partnership for

grams that could con
nect to their curricu-
lum. What came ou
of these two goals wa
Scriptworks This pro-
gram was designed {
connect the work The
Rep does on our stage

Fall

Fun Fact:
Over 7,000 Students at

performance at The Rep

the script to read
prior to the pro-
gr amds

and tne residency
iz aesigned based
on the production

Semester the students are

to the work teachers
are doing in schools.

The program includes four visits to the
school, tickets to a production and a
postshow workshop. This program
was originally created for high school
students, but depending on the show is
easily adapted for middle school stu-
dents as well.

We meet with a classroom teacher at

.
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attending.

the Arts funded this program to go to
two schools. This season we are going
to eight schools through the MPS Part-

b e nership for the Arts. Through this fund-

ing, the program is held as an after
school program and we invite parents
to attend an evening performance with
their children! Some schools that have
been working with us for four years on

this program have said that parents and
In the past, schools have chosen script Students look forward to this each
analysis, directing, acting, costume de- school year.
sign, scenic design, playwriting and
theater history as the topics of the This season we are working with Wis-
residency. Student have to comprehend consin Career Academy, DIAL, Alli-
the story being told in the script to ance, Rufus King, Hamilton, Grandview,
participate in the various activities. And Audubon and W.E.B Dubois High
they are always delighted to learn about Schools. Each school begi@sriptworks
how their ideas for the play compare to  during the spring semester and we are

the choices the Rep artists made in the eager to begin!
actual production.

SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATI ON...
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Summer Theater Conservatory

For two weeks, 22 students from all nating in a Showcase performance of
walks of life gathered at The Rep for a scenes and monologues.

Summer Theater Conservatory (STC).
Participants came from all over the
state of Wisconsin as well as other
states to join us for this programStu-
dents of all ages worked in tandem
studying Shakespeare under the guid-
ance of Resident Company Members

....ooo-“

"This was one of the best educati
experiences | have ever had. |
very impressed with the fact that
treated teenagers as if they we
professional actors. Not surprisi

In the past, STC was a program just for
high school students. The material
studied is accessible for any age group
and we decided this year to expand the
program to include college students

the kids responded like professio

and theater educators. Students and And watching.thei'rl growth was
Lee E. Ernst and Deborah Staples. In a teachers both enhanced their skills as delight.

short two weeks, students dived into performers through this class and -Teacher Participant from STC

vigorous training in character develop- teachers are able to bring some of the 2009
ment, movement, vocal production, lessons back to their own high school
Shakespeare text and scansion, culmi- and college courses.

to discover and learn about acting and
Students also spent one day at Ten Shakespeare. It was thrilling for the
Chimneys, the home of Alfred Lunt and Students to work with - professional
Lynn Fontanne, where they received a 2ctors that each of them have seen on
tour of the estate. The afternoon was Stade at The Rep or American Players
spent working on scenes in this inspir- Theatre.
ing location. We also have a partner- )
ship with UW-Parkside to offer college ~We are so happy to have offered this
credits to participants through their  unique and exciting program to aspiring
Theatre Department. actors and educators. We are in the

process of planning the program for the

The new format for STC this summer UPCOMING SUMMET, SO stay tuned for
provided us with a dynamic group that Mere information!
wor ked side by sid

Company Members Lee E. Ernst and
Deborah Staples with the Summer
Theater Conservatory Students.

Education Touring Show

Once again we received generous fund- provide students with good textbooks, school wins thg :
ing from the Harley Davidson Founda- extracurricular activities, computers sponsorship, thq \\ \
tion and the MPS Wellness and Preven- and more. The principal is very suppor- school begins t¢ = \XY

tion Office for our Education Touring tive of her students and finding creative change in way Resident Company Member Lee

Show. Each year we produce anoriginal ways to util i ze ea students woulcE, Erstworkingwith Summer 3
35-minute play based on themes from a in an educational way. When a new never have antici Theater Conservatory students
current production. The play then student enters the school, there is an pated.

_

at Ten Chimneys.

tours to 30 MPS middle and high opportunity for

SChOOlS, with The Rep Actlng Interns the school to Thus far we have been
performing. participate in a getting some positive feed-

sponsorship that back from the student

This season we based the show on Wil provide re- interesting to hear how
Radio Goléxploring themes of gentrifi- ~ sources to Hoo- each student feels if they
cation and community building. Ver High School were put in a similar situa-
Slammedpy Kelby Siddons, is about a {0 improve the tion as the characters in the
school community that is struggling due learning environ- play. We wrap up the tour
to lack of resources and funding to Mment. When the

on February 5th.
A production photo of Slammed , the

T h e ater R es I d enc I es 2010 Education Touring Show.

We define a theater residency as a class shops for each production.
that consists of four or more visits with
the same group of students. As much as
we love workshops, too, residencies
allow us to get to know students and
create a curriculum that increases un-
derstanding about theater.
Some residencies have

munity High School, expanded upon *
their residency, having The Rep come .
The Einhorn Family Foundation and the to their school every Wednesday after- .
Richard and Ethel Herzfeld Foundation Nhoon. The students are taking the next y
fund three schools each to attend four Step by learning about acting, playwrit- .
shows throughout the school year. ing and directing. By the end of the .
Ei nhorndés p rschool year students will perform short .
an added component of ~ plays that they wrote! .

specific  structure  like Fun Fact: the students writing a

Scriptworksr Live Theate |ReleEERS Il altar =  r2vievs of each produc-  We also do quarterly residencies with

and Life SkillOthers are ! . tion. New School for Community Service.

built around having stu (RiSalelelReldele[E=lylpallal Students come to The Rep every Friday
. o dents attended severi

RO RS INEI@ERI - This year one of the ~ Morning and learn about acting, design,
shows and participating

Herzfeld schools, Com-  Playwriting and more. Each quarter we
pre- and postshow work- semester. choose a different theater topic!




