January 5, 2009

Spotlight on Education...

Letter from the Education Director...

Happy New Year! As we dive into 2009, | wanted to take a moment to let you know about all
of the exciting things that are happening in Rep Education. As the arts are continuing to be
cut in schools, with no help from the current economy, it is even more important for us to
continue to build relationships with schools and the Milwaukee community.

Arts education is vital to the success of students in the outside world. Specifically, theater
education develops skills such as reading proficiency, listening, teamwork and communica-
tion, as well as higher levels of tolerance, sedsteem, empathy and motivation.

Milwaukee Repertory Theater continually demonstrates its
commitment to theater arts education. The Rep embraces a
mission statement which promises devotioro the creation
of theatrical experiences which explore and illuminate the
human conditionand a commitment toproviding a variety of
educational programs for all ages

The Education Department strives to extend the theater
Summer Theater Conservatory going experience beyond the walls of The Rep to classrooms
2008 and outside venues in a positive, interactive manner. As our
department vision statement insists:

The education department at Milwaukee Repertory Theater is committed
to using theater in the fullest possible way. Our programs are designed to
demonstrate the educational potential, creative growth and development
of life skills gained through participation in this art form.

We have already completed some fantastic programs in the 202809 season and we have
some stimulating programming coming up in the spring semester, including student mati-
nees, the inschool touring show, theater residencies, and much more. In this newsletter, you
will find highlights and stories about education activities of this season. Please feel free to
contact me or Rebecca Witt, our Education Coordinator, with any questions!

Thanks to each of you for your support of Rep Education. As you will learn inside, our pro-
grams have the power to truly impact the lives of our community. | wish you all a wonderful
New Year!

Sincerely,

Jenny Kostreva
Education Director

So far in 2008-2009...

111 school groups are
scheduled to see a show
at the Rep

32 schools have re-
ceived a workshop

16 schools are partici-
pating in a residency

36 schools will receive
an in -school perform-
ance

We have served 39 MPS
Schools

92 adults have registered
for an acting class

We have served over
14,000 students

bring our own experiences
up against others in an
identifying way. We can
identify our experiences
with those selected ones
we are shown
- Dorothy Heathcote
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0The wide
eyes of the children as they
experience the spirit of
Christmas, while watching
the performance of A
Christmas Carol cannot be
described in words. What
they donodt
live theater will impact them

|l ater in |ife!

-ACC Student Group, 2008

oOAfter | went
Eurydice | told everyone |
saw that day to see it. | still
tell people because | feel
like | am changed in a way
after seeing the show and
not just in an actor way but
in an everyday life way as
wel |l . 6

-Einhorn Residency
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Student Matinees

Theater is a captivating way of

s mi | e senrighingy stgdenty Zegrning

through unique storytelling.
Students experience the human
condition in historical, social
and literary contexts. One of
our goals this season was to
bring more students to The Rep
t% s&ev\})layls. g\/ith ﬁh%t \%m in
mind, we added 10:30am stu-
dent matinees for our produc-

tions of TROUBLE IN MIND and

PRIDE & PREJUDICE.

Due to high demand, we also
added a fifth student matinee

for A CHRISTMAS CAROL. It was

wonder ful to

faces light up as they entered
the Pabst Theater. Amidst the
organized chaos of getting
over 1,000 students seated for
each matinee, there were
plenty of
heard as students sat down for
the performance. We had 5,621
students attend student mati-
nees for A CHRISTMAS CAROL.

The upcoming production of

TROUBLE IN MIND will also be a
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popular show for students. The
Milwaukee Arts Board has pro-
vided funding for ten Milwau-
kee Public School classrooms to
see this production at only $5
per ticket, including bus trans-
portation. In addition, we have
teaching artists visiting each
classroom for a pre & and post -
show workshop.

Finally, PRIDE & PREJUDICE is a

great show for school groups
since most students read the
book as part of the high school
English curriculum. Furthermore,
we are doing an original adap-

S e dations tallowirggn stiwdénts to

experience this story in a way
no one else has before. This
provides the opportunity to

teach how stories can be inter-

preted and presented in multi-
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Knowing the financial con-
straints schools face, we have
done our best to make student
ticket prices affordable, offer-
ing special pricing for MPS and
Title | schools. Teachers also

have the opportunity to see the
show for FREE on Teacher Pre-
view Night in order to better
prepare their students for their
field trip and connect the ex-
perience to their lesson plans.
Study guides can be found free

of charge on our website. Stu-
dent matinees can also be
enhanced with pre 8 and post -
show workshops for a low cost.
The Repds
program is an affordable and
accessible way to allow stu-
dents to experience the magic
of live theater.

TROUBLE IN MIND

7:30pm Teacher Preview:
January 20, 2009

10:30am Student Matinee:
February 11, 2009

PRIDE & PREJUDICE

7:30pm Teacher Preview:
March 3, 2009

10:30am Student Matinees:
March 20 & 24, 2009

Foundations Support Student Attendance at the Rep!

0 go see

The Einhorn Family Foundation
and the Richard and Ethel
Herzfeld Foundation generously
fund schools to attend four
productions at The Rep, along
with a backstage tour, transpor-
tation to and from the theater
and pre d and post -show work-
shops for each play.

The Einhorn Family Foundation
also supports a writing contest
for each play the students see.

Partnership with the Jewish Community Center

For the last three years we have
partnered with the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) to offer
educational programming at
their site in Whitefish Bay. We
work with a variety of age
groups, including elementary
students through adults, allow-
ing people to participate in our
programs without having to
drive downtown.

Students are write a review of
each show and submit it to The
Rep. The Education staff
chooses the top review to be
posted on the website. The

winner from each school also

receives a Rep gift card.

Each foundation supports one
classroom from three schools to
participate.

For adul t s, t he
acting company has taught a
variety of workshops. For the last
two summers we have run a
theater camp at the JCC for
their members and non -
members as well.

We have also produced two
musicals in the
ter, including Willy Wonka, Jr.
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Einhorn Family Foundation par-
ticipants:
® Milwaukee High School of
the Arts
® St. Joan Antida High School

® Ronald Reagan College
Preparatory High School

Richard and Ethel Herzfeld
Foundation participants:

® Community High School

® Wings Academy

® CITIES Project High School

R« gpong and Alisd ird\Womder-
land, Jr. this fall. Students
grades K-12 participate in the
musicals. We also offer recent
college graduates with interest

in theater education the oppor-
tunity to work on these produc-
tions in order to get hands -on
learning experience  working
Thea-

student

mati ne



In School Touring Show

This is our tenth season of re-
ceiving funding to create an
original 35 -minute production to
tour to Milwaukee schools. We
have been very grateful to
Harley Davidson and the MPS
Wellness & Prevention Office for
their years of support. This sea-
son, their generosity allows thirty
Milwaukee Public Middle and
High Schools to participate.

The Helen Bader Foundation is
also supporting the education
touring show this season. With
this additional funding, we are
able to invite ten of the schools

to also attend our production of
TROUBLE IN MIND at a signifi-
cant discount along with bus
transportation, backstage tours,

Scriptworks

We designed a residency pro-
gram called Scriptworks three
years ago to connect the work
we do on The Rep stages to the
curriculum teachers use in
schools. The program includes
tickets to a production, four
residency classes prior to the
show and a post -show work-
shop led by one of the actors or
acting interns involved with the
production. The residency
classes are designed to meet
the needs of the individual
classroom. We work with the

Adult Classes

Classes for adults have been
very popular in the last couple

of years. Last season the num-
ber of registrants doubled from
the season before! Most classes
are held at the Rep, but some
are held offsite at UW -
Waukesha through their con-
tinuing education program.

Each year we offer six -week

classes in Basic Acting I, Il & III,
as well as Acting for the Cam-

Corporate Outreach

In September, we piloted a workshop with second

and pre 0 and post -show work-
shops.

Each year we create the tour-
ing show based on themes from
a production in our regular
season. This season, TROUBLE IN
MIND seemed to be the best
choice as the play deals with
issues of identity, which middle
and high school students deal
with daily as they reach the
age of defining their own identi-
ties.

New this year, we have invited
a high school theater student to
assistant direct the touring
show, giving her the chance to
work alongside theater profes-
sionals. Working with a high

teacher in advance to decide

on the focus of the residency
and distribute a copy of the
script to the teacher and the
students. In the past, we have
taught acting, script analysis,
history, costumes, and directing
in the residency class.

For the last three seasons MPS
Partnership for the Arts has pro-
vided funding to offer this pro-
gram to Milwaukee Public
School s. Thi s

using this funding to work with

era | and Il. We also offer spe-
cialized classes each year. For
instance, last season we of-
fered a class in playwriting and

this year Sandy Ernst, Associate
Artistic Director, taught a class

on Shakespeare.

Students who take our classes
range from those with little to
no experience to those who
have trained in theater and
hope to get back into it after

season,
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school student also allows us to
hear the perspective of some-
one of the same age of our
audience in order to ensure the
relevancy of the story prior to
bringing it to the schools. This

year ds script, tentatively titled
DS TENSI ON, is being written by
Laura Lynn MacDonald. The

actors are from The Repds I ntern
Acting Company.

0They Il oved the show. It truly

inspired them. There can be no
greater gift than to give them
hopes and dreams, your group
has done just that - You should
be proud! 6
-Teacher after the 07/08
Touring Show

six schools beginning in January
of 2009.

Participating Schools:

® DIAL High School

® Alliance High School

® Rufus King IB High School

® Marshall Montessori IB High
School

® \WEB Dubois High School

® Satori School
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life has steered them in another
direction. Many students have
gone on to audition for and
play roles in community and
professional theater. Some
students have even com-
mented that they have applied
these skills to their non -
theatrical careers because
they have learned life skills that
go beyond learning to act.

-year residents at Aurora Healthcare, using actor

training to teach presence with patients. Specifically, the workshop focused on empathy, teamwork
and communication. In December, Jenny Kostreva, Education Director, met with the Education Com-
mittee at Aurora Healthcare to discuss options on continuing the development of this type of program-
ming. We hope to begin a fully rounded program beginning Summer 2009.




