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SYNOPSIS

Doubts set in the Bronx area of New York Shortly thereafter, Sister Aloysius confronts
City, at a Catholic school called St. Nicholas. It is Father Flynn about the matter, with Sister James
1964. The play opens with a sermon by Father Flymasent as a witness. Flynn explains that he caught t
on the nature of doubt. He advises people to takeboy drinking altar wine, but chose not to tell anygne
comfort in the fact that doubt is a universal experiabout the matter to keep Donald from losing his
ence: OWhen you ar e | opositionaganaltacboye not al one. 0

=y

192

The scene then shifts to the office of Sister Sister Aloysius does not believe him and
Aloysius, the principal of St. Nicholas. She meetsmithet s wi t h Donal d Mul I||et
Sister James, a new teacher, and questionstheyouag t e r . Mr s . Mul | er | i|st
nunds met hods of t e ac hieplias that whhtewtriredationspip Father FlynrBhiass
Aloysius advises Sister James to be less trusting wfitheiner son, she is glad he is watching out for the

cious in the school. Aloysius for attempting to destroy his reputation.

A few weeks later, Sister James reports tOF%ISs_ythr;tnshe Iis r']u:t ;ssc;rtZin hte |hs autilt ghz gx;s
ter Aloysius again. They discuss the progress of Do . guity. 1

ald Mull er, the school %ngFlypnlp}a%e%acgllr%odlheglsnh?py bl ack
and Sister James says that he is being watched over by In the final scene, Sister Aloysius is speaking
Fat her FI ynn, who has ©Oo agiest am James eish 6t ha $

She describes a recent incident where Donald camma&viag requested a transfer to a different parish.
class looking uncomfortable and smelling of alcohaloysius admits that she never had any proof of
after a meeting with Father Flynn. Sister AloysiusF| ynnds guilt. As the |pl
suspects that there might be something inapproprieeown uncertainty about the rightness of her agtions
in the relationship between the boy and the priest.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT:
JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY

and many of the themes and ided3onlbtvere born f ul car eer |
from Shanl eyds own e du tfiaisheddhe playtthe

of Charity. 0 Tcermainbeingwexes stedentouganizationy o f
cised around me, 6 he r efferedtdgive it adutl prauctios in ad@at house,g
was answering with something that felt very poweoing into rehearsal like three weeks later. And that
called 6doubtd. o excited me. O

UJ

o0l was born a writer, O0SHtey hak gEnge wsittery 28 plays imaludiny|e
experimented with many forms of writing growing @anny and the Deep Bl#9883The Big Fur{k990)
He composed an awasinhning essay at the age of andCellin{2001). None of his plays ran on Broadway,
twelve, then became a poet through his teens anduzdillipoubtn 2004, which won four Tony awards and
twenties. He took every writing class available at Nanned Shanley a Pulitzer Prize. He has also written
York University, eventually enrolling in a playwritingeveral screenplays, includiimpnstru¢k987) which

students and to keep an eye out for anything susgioy. After she leaves, Flynn storms in, furious at Sistef

0s 1

ens

er

i nn

stu

o

ay

course because 0it was wdnhiemanoOsdanfor Best&vrithge f t . 6 T
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ORGANIZATION OF THE

CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Church hierarchycan be confusing if you are unfamiliar with the terms. Think of the rankings within the Chufch as

you would think of the rankings within a governmentPdpeis the top authority, like a president or King, to
whom everybody answers. He choGsedinalsto assist him in specific areas, like the President appoints a S
of Education and a Secretary of Defense.

Just like our country is divided into states which are run by governors, the Church is diimsxedohich are
controlled byishops. Diocesesome in many different sizes; a single diocese may consist of several count
entire state. An especially large diocese is caletidinceseand is run by aarchbishop.

Each diocesis then divided up infearishes,which cover several neighborhoods. Each paristphestachurch
and gpastorrwho i s appointed by the bishop. C ¢

The Pope
Supreme Head of the Catholic Churgh.

Cardinals
Report to the pope. responsible for elect-
ing new popes, serving on various coun-
cils, and overseeing bishops and dio¢eses.

Bishops
Appointed by the Pope to run a diocese.

Pastors/Priests
Appointed by a Bishop. A pastor is
simply a priest who works in a passtd

Pope Benedict XVI Cardinal Franc Rode

Monsignors

A priest who has performed &

emplary service to the churc
4_

E(

may be awarded the title of Mg

signor by the pope. This does

give the priest extra authority

salary it is simply an honorar
title.

Ordained

oversees ddgp-day activities of the
parish church, includimgaring

confessions, leading prayers, and

performing marriages.

Laity
All non-ordained members of the
church.

: Given the authority to perform certain religious ceremonies, like weddings and baptisms.

Nuns

Women who devote themsel
to the service of the Churc
Report to the Mother Superi
of their order. Since nuns a
not ordained, they count as
members of the laity.
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